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KEEPING YOUR
FAMILY SAFE

Lead in Aviation Fuel
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WHAT IS LEADED AVIATION
FUEL?

Leaded aviation fuel (avgas) is a type of fuel used
by small planes with piston engines. It is the most
common transportation fuel in the U.S. that
contains lead. Lead from aviation fuel is an air
pollutant, which means it may put the health of
people living near airports in danger, especially
children.

WHY IS THIS A CONCERN?

Lead is a poisonous metal. When lead from
aviation fuel gets into the air, it can settle down on
the soil and objects in neighborhoods around
airports where children live and play. This is bad
for kids because lead impacts their health. There
is no safe level of lead in the body and their
bodies are still growing quickly. Most children with
lead in their bodies will not look or act sick.

Learn more about lead and children from the
Washington State Department of Health

FAST FACTS

There is no safe level of lead in the
body

Small planes (2-10 passengers) are
the largest source of lead in the air
Airports are responsible for 70% of
lead in the air in King County, WA
The most common source of lead
exposure in childhood is lead-based
paint and dust

From 2018-2022, only 4.5% of
children were tested for lead in WA
State

Blood lead testing is FREE for

children with most insurance plans,
like Apple Health
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