
Data source:  James Hansen, “The Case for Young People and Nature: A Path to a Healthy, Natural, Prosperous Future”, Fall 2013
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CO2 in 2013 Dangerous climate lasts hundreds of years longer

Plan = Reduce CO2 emissions by 6% every year and reforest 100 Gigatons of carbon. 

CO2 may never get back to 350 ppm
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WE MUST START NOW.WE MUST START NOW.
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3°C (5.4°F) increase in temperature = 21-52% of species extinct3°C (5.4°F) increase in temperature = 21-52% of species extinct

We get back to 350 ppm around 2100

We get back to 350 ppm around 2300

→

CO2 with peak emissions in 2012 & reforestation Effect of continued BAU fossil fuel emissions
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= we start today!

= until 2020
= until 2030 
= until 2060
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If we wait to start...
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If we start NOW,
we’re locked in to 

1.5 ˚-plus 
warming, 

but we protect our 
children’s future. We can get back to 350 

by the end of this 
century if we 

START TODAY!

If we wait until 
2020,

we commit all life 
on earth to 300 

years of dangerous 
conditions.

If we wait until 
2030,

we commit all life 
on earth to 500 
years of mass

extinctions.

If we wait until 
2060,

we lose it all.


