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Northwest Innovation Works (NWIW), a multi-national partnership with investors in China, Hong Kong, and the United Kingdom, has 
proposed building the world's largest natural gas to methanol refinery on the banks of the Columbia River in Kalama, Washington. 
 
Project proponents are touting it as a “cleaner source for methanol production” because it uses gas instead of coal. But there’s nothing 
green about building new pipelines and burning more fossil fuels to make more plastics that may ultimately end up as trash. 

 
CLIMATE IMPACTS 
1.24 million metric tons of greenhouse gases would be emitted by the 
plant annually, increasing the state’s annual emissions by 1.28 percent 
at a time when we need to be doing the opposite. The refinery would 
be the single largest source of greenhouse gas emissions in Washington. 
 
GAS CONSUMPTION 
320 million cubic feet of gas would be consumed daily—more than all 
homes, all industrial gas users, or all gas-fired power plants in 
Washington. Demand for gas would increase by 30 percent in the state. 
 
PIPELINE EXPANSION 
The methanol refinery would significantly increase demand for fracked 
gas and lead to more gas infrastructure, pipelines, and plants across the 
Northwest. This will likely include the Sumas Express Pipeline, which 
would expand an existing pipeline down the I-5 Corridor, bringing more 
fracked gas from Canada, increasing demand for fracking across North 
America, and endangering Washington communities. 

WATER USE 
5 million gallons of water from Columbia and Kalama River 
aquifers would be used daily. That’s five times as much as the 
entire University of Washington every day! 
 
SAFETY HAZARDS 
72 million gallons of flammable methanol would be stored on 
site in soil at risk of liquefying in an earthquake. 
 
RISKS TO OUR WATERS 
Up to 6 tankers would haul methanol to China every month 
to make plastic products. More than 350 million tons of 
plastic are already produced annually worldwide, and more 
than 10 million tons end up in the ocean every year.  
 
WASTE OF PUBLIC MONEY  
$12 million of Washington taxpayer funds are proposed to be 
spent on a road and dock to support this dangerous project. 

 
INVEST IN CLEAN ENERGY, NOT DIRTY METHANOL 
Washington's solar and wind industries already employed more than 5,500 people in 2016, and thousands more work in the broader 
clean technology sector. We should be investing in growing these industries of the future instead of projects that lock us into dirty fuels 
and create fewer than 200 jobs. 
 
YOU CAN HELP STOP THIS DIRTY METHANOL REFINERY. HERE’S HOW: 
This project affects all of us—it brings dangerous new pipelines through our communities, supports fracking, drives climate change, and 
threatens our coastal ecosystems. But the project is currently only being reviewed by the Port of Kalama. We need Governor Inslee and 
the Department of Ecology to start a statewide review of this refinery and its related pipelines. And they should reject these projects. 

When Northwest Innovation Works tried to develop a methanol refinery in Tacoma, it was rejected by resounding community opposition 
due to concerns about pollution, safety, and other issues. Your voice matters—you can help stop this project in Kalama, keep it out of 
Washington, and push the state to become a true leader for truly green industry. 
 
Get more information and send an email to Governor Jay Inslee and Department of Ecology Director Maia Bellon: 
http://350seattle.org/nomethanol/  

Make a phone call: Call Governor Inslee (360-902-4111). Tell him to live up to his reputation as a “green governor” and oppose new fossil 
fuel-based infrastructure and industry, including natural gas pipelines.  

Spread the word by sharing http://350seattle.org/nomethanol/ 

 
THANK YOU.  
#NoGas #NoPipelines #NoMethanol #ClimateKalamaty #InvestInUS   
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