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September 13, 2016 

 

Sisters and Brothers, 

I apologize for not being with you in person. There are two bills being discussed today – one on secure 

scheduling for workers, and another to restrict insurmountable and ever-growing move-in fees – that I 

must be present for. But I thank you all for being here today, in solidarity with the Standing Rock Sioux 

and the thousands who have joined them, either at the Sacred Stone Camp, or at protests like this 

around the country.  

We know that allowing new pipelines to be built is a massive step in the wrong direction in the fight 

against climate change and the protection of our local ecosystems, and we will not end our resistance 

until DAPL has been defeated! 

As you all know, the Seattle City Council unanimously passed a No Dakota Access Pipeline (DAPL) 

resolution yesterday drafted by Matt Remle, with input from Gabe Galanda, Millie Kennedy, 

Councilmember Juarez, myself, and the staff in both of our offices.  

We ensured that the resolution recognized the fact that hundreds of the non-violent demonstrators at 

the Sacred Stone Camp have faced down severe intimidation and repression, including: state authorities 

in North Dakota cutting off water and medical access to campers; the issuing of warrants and the arrest 

and of activists and journalists; and physical attacks on activists with dogs and pepper spray by the 

multinational paramilitary private security firm, G4S, hired by the pipeline’s corporate backers. 

We insisted, in our resolution, that the North Dakota state and local authorities drop all charges against 

the activists, journalists, and organizers with outstanding warrants issued in in response to civil 

disobedience, as well as those who have already been arrested or charged.  

To hold the corporations accountable, we must expose both their violence and the deliberate role that 

they play in the destruction of our communities in the constant pursuit of profit. This action today – 

holding Michels Corporation accountable for its contracts – is another bold step forward for the 

movement.  

This effort, and other forms of civil disobedience taking place to stop the construction, highlight several 

basic demands that are central to the creation of a just and sustainable economy: we need to keep the 

fossil fuels in the ground; we need to respect the water, the land, and the people who stand up for 

them; and we urgently need to see massive invest in green energy alternatives, to make pipelines like 

DAPL history. 
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We have seen a historic display of unity against DAPL between tribes, environmentalists, socialists, and 

segments of labor. We must continue to build this alliance, independent of the corporate forces that 

have set the stage for this battle, to assure a just transition. We cannot let the 1% continue to drive 

climate change. We cannot stand aside idly while they burn through every last extractable barrel.  

And to win the fight, we will need to go beyond defensive strategies, and take it to the very doorstep of 

those who profit from the perpetuation of the fossil fuel economy. I commend you all for leading that 

effort, right here and right now, with the Michels Corporation, in the Puget Sound.  

We will defeat DAPL, and, in the process, continue to build the mass movement necessary to win a just, 

sustainable, socialist economy for all.  

 

Solidarity. 

 

Councilmember Kshama Sawant 

 


